
 

 

Wisconsin Park & Recreation Association  
Spring Workshop 

February 26th, 2009 
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells 

Online registration after November 15th 
at www.wpraweb.org 

Wednesday night get together 8 p.m. 
Market Fresh Bar, Chula Vista 

The Educational Sessions:  Recreation Section  

Introduction to Experiential Education 
Safety & Risk Management 
Outdoor Program Accreditation 
Grants 

Presenter:  Rita Yerkes, Ed.D., Owner/Director of Yerkes Consulting. 
Rita Yerkes is the former Dean of the School of Experiential Leadership at George Williams College of Aurora Univer-
sity where she taught Administrative Practicum in Outdoor Experiences, Outdoor Experiential Education, Outdoor Pur-
suits Administration and Research Methods for Recreation Services.  During her thirty eight years of experiential edu-
cation work she has created innovative programs at Towson State University, Miami of Ohio University, State Univer-
sity of New York at Cortland and Aurora University. 
She is a co-founder of the Coalition of Education in the Outdoors, past president of the Council on Outdoor Education, 
past Association of Experiential Education board member, president and volunteer interim executive director, accredi-
tation council chair and member and former chair of the Women's Professional Group. She has served as an editorial 
board member of Camping Magazine, ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education and Small Schools and the Journal of 
Experiential Education. She has authored book chapters, numerous journal articles and conference presentations. 
This interactive workshop will feature an overview of outdoor experiential education methodology and programs used 
in parks and recreation settings.  Activities and locations for programming, program resources, featured programs, 
staffing, safety & risk management resources, program accreditation and grant resources will be covered.  Participants 
should bring examples of what they are doing in their own parks with them for sharing. 

Schedule Recreation Section Parks Section Therapeutic Rec Section 

7:00 to 8:00 a.m. REGISTRATION  

8:00 to 9:00 a.m. Introduction to Experiential Education Disaster Management for Parks Disabilities Toolbox 

9:00 to 9:30 a.m. CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST BREAK  

9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
  

Introduction to Experiential Education 
continued 

  

 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.  Disaster Management for Parks cont.  Disabilities Toolbox cont. 

10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Disaster Management Round Table Interactive Art Activities 

11:30 to 12:30 p.m. LUNCH  

12:30 to 2:30 p.m.  Safety and Environmental Training 
for Parks 

 

12:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
      or 3:30 p.m. 

Safety & Risk Management          
Outdoor Program Accreditation 
Grants 

 Aquatics-Learning to Make 
Adaptations 

  2:45 to 3:45 p.m.  Park Section Annual Meeting   



 

 

The Educational Sessions:  Park Section  
Disaster Management for Parks 
Presented By:   Diane Kleiber, State of Wisconsin Supervisor of Disaster Recovery 

Roxanne Gray, State of Wisconsin Hazard Mitigation Officer 
 David LaWhall, State of Wisconsin Public Assistance Officer 
This team of Disaster Professionals will provide details on how to prepare for disasters, how to manage disasters, and 
how to recover from disasters. This Wisconsin based team of disaster professionals provide training that will allow 
your municipalities to create a checklist procedures and documents for disaster readiness. 

Disaster Management for Parks with Round Table Discussion 
Round Table discussion will be Co –Chaired by Sue Black, Director of Milwaukee County Parks, Jack Schumann, 
Manager of Parks for the City of Racine & Cyndi Keller, Director of City of Jefferson Parks and Recreation.  The Dis-
aster Professionals Team and Special Guest, Dan Roeglin Fire Service Specialist with Minnesota State College and 
Universities will also be available to add their expertise to the round table discussions. Professionals from other flood 
damaged communities will also be encouraged to present their experience at the round table discussion. Each of the Co- 
Chair People will be presenting a brief summary of how their departments handled the flooding in June 2008.  Round 
table discussion will follow. 
Safety and Environmental Training needs for Parks 
Presented by: Ken Harenda, President 
HARENDA MANAGEMENT GROUP 
A DIVISION OH KH INDUSTRIES, LLC 

Harenda Management Group (HMG), was founded in 2005 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin as an environmental consulting, 
health, and safety firm.  It’s employees have over 50 years of combined experience in various environmental and health 
and safety fields.  These areas of expertise include asbestos management, lead based paint, phase I environmental site 
assessments, tank management, environmental site investigations and remediation, risk management, health and safety 
programs, and training. 
Many of our clients have retained our services after an inspection or notification from the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, or the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. At 
HMG we believe it is important to provide clients with the personalized service each project requires while following 
the regulations in the environmental and health and safety fields. 

The Educational Sessions:  Therapeutic Recreation Section 
Disabilities Toolbox 

Presented by: Kristin Ruprecht and Erin Winch 
Interactive Art Activities 

Presented by: JoAnn Ripp 
JoAnn Ripp graduated with a liberal arts degree from UW— Eau Claire.  She has completed graduate work in Thera-
peutic Recreation and Leisure Education from UW—La Crosse.  She has worked at Central Wisconsin Center since 
1991, and is the Therapist Supervisor for Therapeutic Recreation, Music Therapy, and Pre-Vocational Services. She has 
worked at CWC as a QMRP, and as a Recreation Therapist.  She also worked as a Resource Teacher for United Cere-
bral Palsy in the Extended Day Care and Teen Outreach programs.  Jo Ann is a trainer in Active Treatment both within 
the facility and at adult program sites in Madison. 
Participants will receive several interactive art activities to use with clients that are developmentally disabled.  Ideas of 
adapting equipment and activities will be shared with group.  Handouts, including lesson plans, will be distrib-
uted.  Each activity is divided into three skill levels.  The activities focus on sensory integration skill development. 
Aquatics-Learning to Make Adaptations 
Presented by: Georgia Yanicke 
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